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The course introduces participants to the central idea underlying multimethod research (MMR) and 
principles and challenges in implementing it. In this course, multimethod research is understood as 
the combination of a large-n or medium-n method, usually a statistical method or QCA, with 
process tracing. We start the course by working out the rationale of MMR and the conditions under 
which it is more and less sensible to do. Furthermore, we position multimethod research in the 
broader framework of mixed-method research that is more common in education and parts of 
sociology. 
 
In the second part of the workshop, we address three particular challenges in MMR. These include 
concept formation and operationalization, case selection for process tracing and generalization. We 
finish the workshop with a short list of best practices in multimethod research. 
 

Time Topic 

9.00-10.15 
Rationale of MMR and when (not) to do it 
(Ahmed/Sil 2012; Creswell/Clark; Lieberman 2005) 

10.15-10.30 First break 

10.30-11.00 Concept formation 
(Ahram 2013) 

11.00-12.00 Case selection 
(Lieberman 2005; Seawright/Gerring 2008) 

12.00-12.10 Second break 

12.10-13.30 Case selection, generalization and best practices 
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